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The Power of Motivation 
During a period of United States history known for peace, love, and flower children a particular 
song hit the top of the charts, and remained there for five weeks in spite of the fact that didn't it 
fit the pop culture mold of the times. The song was The Ballad of the Green Berets. While this 
skinny kid from San Antonio loved the song, becoming one of 'America's best' was not even on 
the radarscope of human possibility. After the skinny kid enlisted an SF recruiter hit Ft. Polk, 
Louisiana, one thing led to another and about a year and a half later a skinny kid from Texas 
became a Special Forces soldier. To say that a high degree of personal motivation was involved 
in the process might be an understatement. Motivation became a passionate self-determination 
and that determination to become one of 'America's best' eventually prevailed. The same 
principles of motivation and self-determination toward success are at work to some degree in the 
life of anyone who enlists in any branch of military service or pursues a career anywhere in the 
civilian world. The degree of success a person achieves can be directly related to that person's 
level of passion for his or her chosen endeavor.  
Assuming the above is true for success in one's chosen career or profession, do motivation and 
passion apply to serving our God as a Christian in a fallen world? If so, how do we receive that 
passion for Christian service and how can we best put that passion to work? 

Key Verse: 
"And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you 
forever— the Spirit of truth, whom the world  
cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells 
with you and will be in you. At that day you will  
know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. "John 14:16-17,20 (NKJV) 
Before he was crucified, Jesus promised his disciples that although he would leave them, another 
would come who would never leave. Jesus was speaking of the Holy Spirit. A result would be 
that his followers would know Him because He will dwell inside of them. This Holy Spirit of 
truth was to print indelibly on their hearts the eternal truth of all that he had taught them! Well, 
Jesus' words certainly aroused the disciples' curiosity. What did Jesus mean? When was 'that 
day'? 
The disciples were together in a room in Jerusalem when the promised day came: 
When the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one 
sat upon each of them. And they were filled with the Holy Spirit... Acts 2:1-4a (NKJV). 
What a day that must have been! In an instant doubts and fears vanished and Jesus disciples 
knew. They knew! A street ministry spread throughout Jerusalem as the disciples, led by Peter 



and John, spread the Gospel with Spirit empowered Holy energy and without fear. That energy 
and drive did not go unnoticed by the hearers of their preaching. 
Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated 
and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. Acts 4:13 
(NKJV) 
The same Spirit that filled, motivated and empowered the early disciples is available, 
undiminished, to every believer - every soldier, sailor, airman, marine - who has been redeemed 
by the blood of the Lamb. Divine motivation and enabling power is not reserved for a select few 
who are called to be preachers, evangelists, chaplains or some other 'full time ministry'. We have 
all been called to full time ministry, to be bright lights in a world darkened by sin.  
Everyone who enlists in military service does not become a medic. However, it's a basic training 
requirement for every soldier to learn how to apply direct pressure to stop the bleeding of a 
wounded comrade. A sterile compress is a required item to be attached to pistol belts and 
equipment harnesses. Each member of a Special Forces 'A' team might carry an IV bag and 
knows how to use it. The specially trained medic cannot be everywhere a soldier is wounded or 
dying on the battlefield. In like manner, we live in a battlefield where souls destined for eternity 
are at stake and the preacher, evangelist or chaplain cannot be everywhere.  

So What? 
So how do we become motivated? Here are a couple of examples: 

A young soldier realizes the need to share the Gospel but wants a real burden from God - call 
it divine motivation. He doesn't want to just go through the motions because it needs to 
be done. He prays, picks up his Bible and reads:  

For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written: 
“As I live, says the Lord, 
Every knee shall bow to Me, 
And every tongue shall confess to God." Romans 14:10b-11 (NKJV) 
In his heart and mind he sees people he knows kneeling before the judgment seat of Christ and 
acknowledging the King of Kings for who He is before having to turn away to face eternal 
separation from God because they never made a decision for Christ before they died. 

A young woman attends a small group fellowship and Bible study at an Army chapel. 
Someone in the group shares the following scripture passage:  

Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy. Psalm 126:5  
The young woman becomes excited. "That's it!" she exclaims. The rest wonder what she means. 
"I lost my weep," she explains. She then applies for some time off work in order to spend time 
with God in fasting and prayer in order to renew her burden - to recover her 'weep'. 
The similarity is clear. Passionate motivation is essential for success in our careers and 
effectiveness in God's Kingdom. The difference is the source of the motivation! I suppose that 
leaves us with a couple of questions: 

Do you 'know'?  
Are you motivated?  



Ask yourself these two questions. If you have doubts, listen to the words of Paul to the members 
of the church at Ephesus. 
…be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to 
God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of 
God. Ephesians 5:18b-21 (NKJV) 
The word 'be' here means to keep on being continually filled and is not a one-time experience 
and something merely 'get'. Let God do the 'filling' and divine motivation will follow. Not only 
might your taste in music change, you will have a burning desire to share what 'you know'. Trust 
me. 


